
Minutes- March- 2022 Lake Bel-Air Property Owners Association 
Board of Directors Meeting, 6.30 pm at Karl-Rainer Hermann’s House  

 
 
In Attendance:  
_x_Karl-R. Hermann, Pres.  _x_Lynnea Bendixen, Secretary, _x_Laurie Mickiewicz, Treasurer 
_x_Sue Rausch, Director ___Gerry Brown, Director, _x_Dave Black, Director, ___Patricia Giese, 
Director                ___(Quorum?   _x_Yes   ___No) 
 
Committee Members /Guests: _Dan Laws________ 
     
Call to Order: at __6:30__pm                           Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Association Main Calendar Events 2022 
  

• Annual General Meeting 2022 planned for August 13th, 2022 
 

Reports:  

• Secretary: Minutes for December 2021 were MSA by Laurie M. and Dave B. 

• Secretary: Minutes of February 2022 meeting. MSA by Laurie M. and Dave B. 
 

• Treasurer's Report: March 2022, Profit and Loss - Budget vs. Actual.  
                Assessment Fees bills collection, status. So far 52% of the 2022 Assessments have been          
paid. 

                                             

• Communications (Secretary Lynnea).  
 

• President’s Report (below on all matters) 
 

 New Financial Transactions:  

• Spicer has sent an invoice for January work, approved by Neil. Check “Total outstanding 
Invoices” in that bill.  Paid and OK. 
 

Committee Reports: By Committee Chair: 
 
Website:  Sue Rausch  

• Sue has updated the website and is up-to-date with the minutes till November 2021. The 
note on the website “December No Meeting” is incorrect, as there was an email 
correspondence meeting and Lynnea had written the minutes, as far as I know. Or am I 
wrong?  
 

Island Restoration/ Lake Environment: Mike Gustitus: 

• Nothing new to report. 
 
Welcoming: Kathy Knight: 

• Nothing new to report at this time. 
 

Weed Control: Dan Laws: 

• Dan has all matters for the spring in control with PLM. Dan shared with us a spreadsheet 
re-cap of the water analysis reports from 2011 through 2017 and 2020.  Our water quality is 



nothing to complain about.  A new contract will be written in the fall.  We are still working 
within the old contract.  

 
Building: Neil Bendixen:  

• Nothing new to report.   
 

Dam: and Ramp: Gerry Brown  

• As in December, same situation: Drain Commissioner advised Karl that they have again 
checked the correct calibration of the laser unit with Spicer. They have set the lake level at 
the legally required level of 1108 feet. All five boards are across the dam in the frame, 
except a full row of the upper boards. That will be the level for the year 2022. 

• Lake Association Sign Boards: Gerry will handle this matter in spring 2022. Gerry, please 
consider Cindy Padgett, who made the original signs and refurbished them in past years. 
With regards to posting a rules list on the back of the current “Lake Bel Air Property 
Owners” sign located at the boat launch perhaps printing the rules on a canvas “Fast Signs” 
sort of info sheet that hangs with grommets on hooks and then take it down in the fall.   

 
Sediment Facility Management: Neil Bendixen, Mike Gustitus, John Castellese 

• After the public comment period was finished on February 28th, Neil has reported on the latest 
correspondence from EGLE and DNR. Apparently, DNR has asked more questions concerning 
the project with a short time limit for answering. Spicer has asked for an extension to reply till 
March 31st, which might have been granted by DNR by today. Neil, please correct me and 
advise me on new developments.  Mark Nichols, our township supervisor, with check with the 
Adams township attorney to find out what is necessary if we need more money and how we are 
able (or not able to) use the already collected money or if we need to re-petition the membership 
or if we can extend the current purpose of the dollars already being collected..   

 
Newsletter: Lynnea Bendixen 

• Next newsletter to be issued in spring. The Spring-time newsletter should be issued before the 
garage Sale so that date can be included.  Also, the newsletter will include our association 
Building Permit.  Plus, Dave will help come up with a list of Hillsdale County Building Permit 
requirements.  The Spring newsletter will include a draft of the new regulations, the new 
“lighting regulations” and “debris regulations”.  Laurie will write up an article.  The Spring 
newsletter will also have something from the Nominating Committee and we can include the 
nominating application and be sure to show the nominating e-mail address.  
 

Lake Directory: Cathy Brown 

• Cathy has updated the directory as per present time. Thank you, Cathy. 
 

 
Social Events: Sue Gustitus, Steve Sczytko, Sue Rausch 

• For organization and ruling concerning costs see minutes of April 2019. 
 
 
Unfinished Business: (19.35 – 20.00) 

• Inlet #2 Dredging Project: Positive result. Correspondence between EGLE, Schlicht Ponds 
resulted in EGLE granting the permit. Payment was made by check from Laurie to Dave, 
who works in the County Licensing Department. They will issue permit and send to Schlicht 
and Gerry. Gerry will continue supervising that project.  The permit is approved!  Dave 
took care of getting it picked up.  We can start digging out inlet #2!  We will be keeping 
Schlicht Ponds in mind for future inlet digs.   



 

• Fallen Tree and Debris Removal: Conclusion. Did Laurie draft the final wording? We 
decided to handle this issue in 2022 and to consider presenting/voting on it at the AGM. 
(Same as Lighting Issue). Dave, did you find out anything on existing regulations from 
the County Licensing Office? You mentioned it some time ago. 
 

• Lighting Issue: Board agreed that letter was emailed to Bonnie Desjardin on August 23, 
2021. No response received till today.  Both the fallen tree/debris and lighting issues will 
first be addressed first as regulations and presented to the membership.   

. 

• We decided to conclude on the suitable wording for this issue in 2022, and to consider 
presenting/ voting on this by the membership at the AGM 2022.   

• Recently suggested wording for Regulations, which various Board members had agreed 
upon: Heading: Lighting Pollution. “Exterior lighting or lighting fixtures must be 
adequately shielded or recessed and oriented toward the ground so that direct rays, 
glare or reflections are contained within the boundaries of the property. The 
Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental and Protection Act (NREPA), Act 451 
of 1994 states concerning light pollution:” Lighting shall be directed downward. 
Whenever possible, lighting shall be provided by fully shielded fixtures. Wherever 
practical and appropriate, outdoor lighting fixtures shall be motion sensor fixtures 
and not fixtures that remain fully lighted during all hours of darkness.”   

• We had a motion which was passed in October 2021. We consider to add this and the 
Fallen Trees/Debris issue into the “Declaration of Restrictive Covenants”. We need to 
find out about the procedure for this in 2022 and to possibly present these matters to the 
membership for voting in the 2022 AGM. 
 

• Sue Rausch’s Dredging information: keep pending till sediment facility construction is 
sorted out. Sue has all information from Lake Somerset. Shelved till later.  This agenda item 
can be removed from the agenda for the time being.  

 
 

New Business: (20.00 – 20.15) 

• Nominating Committee Chairperson: Laurie has requested that the Board should look for 
a new chair of the nominating committee. She feels that this position would be better 
handled by someone who is at the lake all year. 

• Please think this over and let us brainstorm at our next in-person meeting in  April. (No 
email correspondence, better phone conversations, please) 
 

• Township Assessment for Maintenance: I still have not yet got hold of township supervisor, 
Mark Nichols, or clerk, Stephanie Scott to check, if they finally have created an official 
resolution of their Board, in writing, which needs to be a legal document for their Board, for 
the County Equalization Department and for our Association.  

• We also might need to find out about the procedure for amending or adding to the 
assessment, in case we need more funds for this project. To discuss.   

 
 
    Association Members Open Forum:  
 


