
 
A letter from our President:  

Dear Fellow Association Members,  

I hope all of you are safe and that you make the best out 
of this “lock-down” virus crisis situation and stay home. 

The Association Board has been active during winter, and 
we have conducted “virtual” meetings by email 
communication on business matters concerning our lake. 

On account of Larry & Linda Snoes’ move from the lake, 
Linda had to resign as our Treasurer beginning of March.  
She had conducted on outstanding treasurer’s job for 
many years under different Presidents.  We are very 
grateful, sincerely thank her and wish her and Larry the 
best for their future.  We are very fortunate to have found 
Laurie Mickiewicz, who volunteered to take over the task 
as new Treasurer.   As a professional accountant, she will 
be an asset to our Board.  We thank her for volunteering 
and welcome her to our team.  

Directory:  Our hard-working member, Pat Chase, asked to 
be relieved from the administration of the Association 
directory, which she had voluntarily done over many 
years, updating regularly.  We sincerely thank Pat for her 
diligent work.  Fortunately, Board member Gerry Brown 
suggested his wife to continue with this important task, 
and Cathy Brown volunteered to administer our directory.  
Thank you, Cathy, we are very grateful.   

Action on our important Sediment Reduction Project has 
been successful during the last few months.  Under the 
capable leadership of Steve Sczytko, we were able to 
formulate a legal petition for requesting the Adams 
Township Board to establish an Assessment District.  
Volunteers such as Deb Kamen, Pat Knight, Mike Gustitus, 
Steve Sczytko and myself have visited many members, 
discussed the project and obtained signatures for this 
petition.   Details on the status quo and future progress of 
the project are shown in the following paragraph.   The 
Board would like to thank everyone who has supported 
this petition.  Due to the present lock-down, the Township 
Clerk has not yet looked into the petition, but she advised 
me that she will take priority to this after restrictions for 
work are released.   

A three-person committee for overseeing the 
construction and maintenance of the Sediment 
Reduction Facility will be required as of 2021.  Anybody 
with expertise and willing to volunteer should please 
contact Steve Sczytko.  ( ssczytko@hotmail.com )  

The annual Weed Control of the lake is pending at the 
moment, on account of the virus crisis.  As soon as lock-
down restrictions are lifted, the contractor PLM will carry 
out water testing and, under Steve Sczytko’s supervision, 
will carry out the weed spraying.  Let us hope that it will 
not be delayed too long.   

As each year, some Association members were concerned 
about the lake’s water level in March/April.   Surely, we 
had less snow, ice and rain than in past years, so the spring 
water level appeared low.  However, upon our request, the 
drain commissioner adjusted the boards; and you all can 
be assured that the water level will be the same as always, 
when it gets to the boat launching time.  

Our handy men Gerry Brown and John Castellese realized 
that the old boat dock at the boat launching ramp was 
broken and irreparable.  The Board has approved 
replacement with a new dock, and both gentlemen will 
install it soonest after this crisis.  Thank you very much 
Gerry and John for your expertise.   

The Island Restoration Team of Mike Gustitus and Sue 
Rausch have plans to replace the trees, which were 
destroyed by beavers.  It will be discussed before the next 
Board meeting.  Anyone who wishes to donate trees, 
plants, shrubs and who want to help practically, please 
connect with these two committee members.   

Lastly, I would like to remind those few Association 
members, who have not yet paid their Annual Assessment 
Fees, to do so soonest.  Due date was April 1st, 2020!  We 
try to avoid placing liens on properties, which involves lots 
of paperwork for Treasurer and Secretary.  Every member 
knows that it is their obligation to pay assessment fees, as 
it is described in the Bylaws of the Association, Article IX.   

Now, fellow members, let us all hope that this critical time 
in our lives will soon come to an end, so that we can enjoy 
normal times again on our beautiful Lake Bel-Air.  Stay 
safe!  And regards,  
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Karl  

(On behalf of the Board)                                      
 
    

Karl-Rainer Hermann 

(President LBAPOA) 

 

NOTICE FROM OUR FACE BOOK PAGE: 

 

 

 

ATTENTION LAKE BEL AIR   FISHERMEN, 

 In October of 2019, Mike Gustitus organized a program, 
obtaining donations from some Lake Bel Air residents and 
stocked our lake with Perch and Walleye.  If any of these 
small fish are caught during this fishing season PLEASE 
release them back into the lake.  Small walleye (see above) 
are sometimes mistaken for Perch.  To catch a legal 
Walleye the fish must be 15 inches long.  Also, it is to our 
advantage for residents who fish our lake to allow the 
Perch to grow to at least 9 inches long.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter.  

 

Upcoming Events for 2020 

Lake Ladies Luncheons:    

The last Thursday of the month.  Our luncheons are 
currently on hold due to stay home-stay safe 

restrictions.  

 

      Lake Bel-Air face book!  Thank you Kay 

Castellese for taking on this task.  The pictures are 

always beautiful!  It’s a great way to stay connected.  

     Are you in need of the 2018 edition (the newest) 

of the Regulations Booklet.  Call Lynnea 287-5093 

     The LBAPOA Board meets on the third Tuesday of 

every month.  Our meetings begin at 6:30 at the 

North Adams Library.    (Except during this current 

stay home-stay safe restriction).    

 

 

Lake Bel Air Sediment Reduction Facility 

Committee chairperson Steve Sczytko had advised 

most members in February 2020 on the situation at 

the time as follows.  We repeat the contents for all of 

you: 

We are sending you this via mail in order to keep 

everyone informed about the progress on the 

sediment reduction facility.  The Association has been 

circulating a petition to create a tax assessment 

district in order to collect funds required for the 

construction and maintenance of the proposed 

sediment reduction facility in Beebe Creek.  To date, 

we have obtained signatures from 102 lot owners on 

the petition.  This represents 77% of the lot owners 

on the lake.  The Lake Association is now in position 

to submit the petitions to the Adams Township Board 

requesting them to initiate the required actions to 

create the tax assessment district in accordance with 

 

With Sympathy, 

We are sorry to learn of the death of longtime 
resident of our lake.  

Bernice England.   

Our sympathies to her husband Joseph.   

     

Have you met the new Neighbors? 

Mike & Andrea Mercier have purchased the 
home of Larry and Linda Snoes.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



MCL 41.723, Section 3 of the Public Improvements 

Act, Public Act 188 of 1954, as amended, (MCL 

41.721, et seq.).  

In Accordance with the requirements of the public 

act, the Lake Bel Air Property Owners Association will 

inform the Adams Township Board that the Lake 

Association has obtained the following: 

 Signed copies of the Special Tax Assessment 

Petition.  The language of the petition has 

been approved by the Adams Township 

Attorney. 

 The petition contains the parcel numbers of 

the land owners adjacent to Lake Bel Air.  The 

Adams Township Treasurer has provided the 

parcel numbers and the numbers were 

entered on the petition by the Lake Bel Air 

Association as requested by the Adams 

Township Treasurer. 

 The Engineering Project Plan and cost 

estimates for construction and maintenance 

as prepared by the Spicer Engineering Group.  

Spicer Engineering Group was engaged and 

paid for by the Lake Bel Air Property Owners 

Association. 

 A letter from the Hillsdale County Road 

Commission indicating approval of the plans 

and indicating agreement for work in the 

adjacent road right of way and use of the 

county road (Mauck Road) to excavate the 

creek bed. 

 A letter from the adjacent land owner along 

Mauck Road agreeing to provide access 

and/or easement to their property adjacent 

to Mauck Road for the excavation of the creek 

bed for the sediment reduction facility. 

 A letter from a land owner agreeing to have 

the excavated sediment deposited on their 

property for both the initial excavation and 

subsequent maintenance excavations. 

The Lake Bel Air Property Owners Association will also 

inform the Adams Township Board that the Lake 

Association will create a three-person committee to 

oversee the construction and maintenance of the 

sediment reduction facility including a list of 

responsibilities.  The sediment committee will 

provide oversight of the sediment facility and provide 

coordination and communication with the Adams 

Township Board and Township Treasurer. 

After completing all the requirements listed above, 

the majority of the Lake Bel Air property owners and 

the Lake Bel Air Property Owners Association are 

requesting Adams Township Board to initiate the 

process to create the Special Tax Assessment District 

as expeditiously as possible.   

If you have any questions, please contact the 

committee members. 

Lake Bel Air Sediment Reduction Committee: 

     Steve Sczytko             Duane Chase 

Neil Bendixen     Mike Gustitus     Terry Skelley 

As introduced at the 2019 Annual General Meeting, 

here is the Mission Statement   to hold as a guide 

for the future of our beautiful lake.        

We the membership of the Lake Bel-Air 

Property Owner’s Association endeavor to 

maintain our lake as originally developed and 

follow our covenants and bylaws for the 

benefit and enjoyment of all members. 

Lake Bel-Air Board 

President Karl Rainer Hermann…847-525-1003 or   

krhermann@comcast.net 

         Secretary Lynnea Bendixen…517-287-5093 or     

labendixen@comcast.net 

        Treasurer Laurie Mickiewicz –

lmmickiewicz@gmail.com  

        Director Sue Rausch…248-730-0708 or 

suerausch123@yahoo.com 
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       Director Terry Skelley…517-607-8417 or 

lbapoabm2@gmail.com 

       Director Pat Giese…978-549-1798 or 

pgiese5@gmail.com 

Director Gerald Brown…727-771-5822 or 

gerrybr8@aol.com 
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