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Dear Fellow Association Members, 
 
The year 2018 is slowly coming to an end, and winter has 
started this year earlier than in the past. 
 
The Board of the Lake Association can look back on an 
active and successful work year, having dealt with various  
unresolved issues from the past during our monthly 
meetings.   
 
The notable success this year was the Annual General 
Meeting, when a great number of our Association 
members showed their interest in the Board’s activities by 
their personal and proxy attendance.  With a voting 
quorum of 71%, the meeting had a higher attendance rate 
than in many past years.  We have scrutinized and updated 
the Regulations for the lake and were happy to submit 
new booklets to the AGM attending members.  Those ones 
not present, please contact our secretary, Lynnea 
Bendixen, to send you the regulations, which should be in 
possession of every member. 
 
 
The physical, biochemical and optical situation of Lake Bel 
Air is better than ever before, thanks to the professional 
supervision of our Weed Control chair person, Steve 
Sczytko.  This year he started using so called “mud Pellets” 
in four inlets, which act by consuming organic matter, thus 
trying to clarify the water and possibly reducing 
mud/sediment in the shallow inlets.  Tenants have 
reported improvements in water quality, and it is hoped 
that the water depth, too, can be improved.  This is a long-
term trial project, and with the water management 
company’s advice and Steve’s supervision, we will keep 
you informed on future developments.   
 
 
As many of you learned at the AGM from Steve Sczytko’s 
detailed status report, the Sediment Reduction Project is 
going forward as planned.  Steve has kept all members 
informed regularly and will continue to do so.  Based on  
 

 
 
 
 
various test results, the Engineering Group will make 
suggestions during spring next year.  We will then advise 
you on future proceedings, and, most probably, will 
eventually need your consent to start a major project to 
save the lake for future generations.   
 
 
For the Island Restoration effort, we hope that this winter 
will be cold enough to obtain an ice thickness of at least 12 
inches, so that the soil being stored on the boat ramp can 
be transported over the ice to the island.  The contractor 
for that task is on stand-by.   
 
 
The Fun Run/Fun Walk for the sake of collecting donations 
for charity purposes was well organized by the Social 
Committee under Sue Rausch’s supervision.  Thank you, 
Sue, and volunteers!  See details in this newsletter. 
 
 
The Board had decided on an important task in the 
beginning of this year:  To compile a set of “Standard 
Operational procedures” (SOP) for the Board, a written 
document, by which Board members are guided in their 
meetings and work procedures.  In the past, such written 
guidelines did not exist, so that new members to the 
Boards had to find out by “word of mouth” etc. what was 
to be done and how to go about it.  The first draft has been 
compiled and will be issued for all Board members soon.  
This is a “living document” and will be continuously 
updated when new suggestions and motions have been 
approved. 
 
During this year we have welcomed quite a few new 
residents/members to the Association.  We are happy to 
greet you as neighbors, and we would be pleased, if you 
would show interest in lake matters, sometimes 
participate in meetings and be willing to volunteer on a 
committee. 
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Three issues I wish to advise you on: 
 
Hunting:  As regulated many years ago, hunting from the 
actual Lake Bel Air waters and other Association property 
(Boat Ramp and “Park” on Northview Drive) is absolutely  
prohibited.  The firing of guns from any adjacent property 
of the lake is somewhat prohibited under Michigan State 
Law, as such law prohibits the firing of guns within 450 feet 
(150 yards) of an occupied dwelling.  As most of the lake’s 
dwellings are less than 450 feet from each other, persons 
should not attempt to fire guns from Association 
members’ properties.  I would strongly suggest that all 
members and their family and friends stick to this 
regulation. 
 
Your pets, the dogs:  Every owner of a pet loves them, 
especially their dogs.  There is no need and no right for 
Lake Boards to make rulings, as every pet owner knows for 
him/herself what to allow their pets concerning neighbors’ 
and their properties.  So please see to it that your dogs do 
not “trespass” on neighbors’ land.  Also, if you can, please 
try to “educate” your dogs not to show their unhappiness 
by barking at night times which are usually sleeping times 
for humans.  
 
The Neighbor’s Wood:  if you would need wood for an 
outside romantic fire or your sitting room fireplace, please 
buy it at a gas station or Kroger, or from a farmer (as I do 
annually).  Please do not take it from the neighbor’s nicely 
stacked fire wood pile.  That is not only trespassing, but 
also stealing and prohibited by law.  And, this is definitely 
not a friendly, neighborly behavior.  We  
all wish to be friendly neighbors and want to get along with 
each other. 
 
 
 

Be kind to each other!  Human kindness was probably the 
single most important thing to Fred Rogers, the man 
behind the iconic television character in the series “Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood”.  He concluded:  “There  
are three ways to ultimate success:  The first way is to be 
kind.  The second way is to be kind.  The third way is to be 
kind”.  Let’s adopt this advice around lovely Lake Bel Air. 
 
 
In this spirit, I would like to convey to all of you a lovely 
“Festive Season”, a Joyful and a Merry Christmas and all 
best wishes for a Successful and Happy New Year. 
 
Karl 
(On behalf of the Board) 
 
Karl-Rainer Hermann 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
During 2018 we’ve been able to welcome quite a few new 
residents/members to the Association.  Among the newest 
of our new neighbors are The Deen’s – Aaron & Amanda; 
Al & Shirley Leeke; and Chris & Carrie Lehman.  The 
Brown’s, Gerald and Cathy have finished construction and 
are all moved in.  The other new construction wrapping up 
soon will be for Paul & Wendy Zaciewski.  
 
 
 
  

 
 



 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 
  This years’ Christmas Food Collection event was a huge success and it’s all due to you!!  From the walk/run event where 
food and money was collected, to the delivering of those items to Domestic Harmony and also to a local family of eight.  This 
couldn’t have been done without the help and support of YOU!!  We collected over $1,000.00  woohoo!  As Rosemary would 
say, “It warms my heart to know that there are still people who care out there.  Hugs to you all!   
 
As some of you know, this years’ Christmas Box project changed from what was done in previous years.  There were many 
suggestions on how to determine who needs help, so the direction of our holiday outreach project turned to a local 
organization, Domestic Harmony, as well as a nearby family.  It all worked out amazingly well – both were so happy receiving 
the food and the supplies they needed!  I’ve spoken with a lot of you to find out how you felt about doing this and received 
only positive feedback.  I’ve received more suggestions for next year’s Christmas Food Collection event and look forward to 
another year!  
 
Changes are inevitable with this type of project and a place to store the food presents the most challenging task.  I’d like to 
say a special “THANK YOU” to those who shared their homes this year for our Christmas project Sue and Mike Gustitus 
and Pat and Kathy Knight.  We appreciate all you have done to get this special Christmas event rolling along and completed 
this year.  Thank you!   May you all have a Merry Christmas!  
 
 ~ Sue Rausch and the Social Committee  
 
 
If you are receiving this newsletter hardcopy through the mail, attached are copies from the lake water analysis.   Below is a 
note from Steve Sczytko and Karl Hermann which had been e-mailed on December 8 with the water reports. 
 
Lake Association Members, 
 
I have attached the water quality reports for the lake that were taken in April and again in August of 2018 for your review.  
As you will see, the water quality continues to be good for support of the fish population.  Also, the level of nitrogen and 
phosphorus in the water on the April report are high and the recommendation continues to indicate that we need to be 
careful of the flow of these elements into the lake from both lawn fertilizers and the ashes from fires near the lake edges.  
Additionally, we need to be careful about grass clippings aand leaves from the trees being deposited in the lake water. 
 
Lake Bel Air Weed Committee 
Steve Sczytko and Karl Hermann 
 
Lake Bel Air Property Owners Association Board.  You can reach us at…     Box 310,  Hillsdale,  MI.  49242 
 
President Karl-R. Hermann  ---517-287-5893   ---or krhermann@comcast.net 
 
Vice President Terry Skelley---517-231-4403---or ttskelley@yahoo.com  
Secretary Lynnea Bendixen –517-287-5093—or labendixen@comcast.net 
Treasurer Linda Snoes---517-287-4066 –lsnoes@hillsdale.edu 
Director Sue Rausch  ---    suerausch123@yahoo.com  
Director Patricia Giese ---  517-698-5026 --  pgiese5@gmail.com 
Director Gerry Brown – 727-771-5822 --  grbrown8@aol.com  
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