
 

Season’s Greetings!  

Dear Association Members, 

Despite the end of fall and Christmas coming up in 
a week, we have been lucky to look back at 
unusually lovely and warm November days. 

The Lake Association Board and Committee 
members also look back at many good and 
successful actions, which have been achieved since 
a relatively new Board took over in August. 

The Board has resolved, legally and practically, 
the “controversial matter” of publishing 
Association Minutes on our public website.  
Minutes are now compiled in a purely “neutral” 
manner, so that no interference with the “Public 
Privacy Act” will occur. 

The Weed Control Committee has dealt with 
unhappy residents in some inlets and had 
arranged extra spraying in those areas, leading to 
good weed elimination.  Next season, tests with 
sludge digester pellets will be carried out in those 
inlets and it is anticipated that by such treatment 
the bottom sludge can be reduced over a longer 
time period.  Generally, this Committee has 
achieved excellent results by dealing with a 
cooperative contractor, and Lake Bel-Air is in a 
good shape in respect of weeds and environment. 

After the agreement of the membership at the 
Annual General Meeting in August to allocate a 
big sum of money to a professional study for 
finding proposals for eliminating silt build up on 
the lake, a Sediment Reduction Committee was 
formed with Steve Sczytko as chairperson.  This 

team has found an experienced contractor, had 
detailed discussions on a work study and a 
contract has been signed to start the process of 
tests and surveys this coming spring.  Steve has 
extracted all available data from past surveys by 
meticulously sorting through secretarial files since 
1995.  This data will be useful for the study 
contractor.  All association members have been 
kept informed on these actions by emails from 
Steve. 

The Island Restoration Committee under Mike 
Gustitus has the plans set for transporting rocks to 
the island over the ice, and we all hope that this 
winter the lake will freeze more than 12 inches. 

Our website has been administered professionally 
by Sue Rausch and it is hoped that all members 
will consult the website for obtaining important 
information. 

The Newsletters are compiled very diligently and 
creatively by Lynnea Bendixen, who ensures this 
way that members without email will receive the 
latest news of the lake. 

Our Building Committee has capably advised new 
owners concerning the rules and regulations for 
establishing new homes, and it is pleasing to see 
constructive correspondence with these new 
residents. 

All other Committees can be praised for having 
done their voluntary tasks from welcoming new 
residents (Kathy Knight and team members), to 
oversee control of the dam (Duane Chase), to 
administering the lake directory (Pat Chase) and 
to running social events (Sue Gustitus). 

The Board is pleased that the “Ladies Luncheons” 
have become so popular under Sue Gustitus’ 
leadership.  Sue Rausch’s idea of organizing a 
“Fun Run”, as a fundraiser for our Charity Program 
for the “needy” in North Adams was great. 



  The event was very well attended.  We collected 
many goods and an astounding amount of 
financial donations.   

Dear Members, you realize that only volunteers 
have been very actively engaged in all matters for 
the benefit of the community of Lake Bel-Air. 

On behalf of the Board I would like to thank each 
of you who put a lot of goodwill and effort into 
these important tasks required for the lake’s 
benefits.  I am pleased to have so many neighbors 
with special talents around me.  Let us continue 
with the good work! 

For the coming Festive Season I would like to wish 
you all the best, a Joyous Christmas and all good 
wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Karl-Rainer Hermann 

 

News from the Welcome Committee 

Kathy Knight and Rosemary Sell have delivered a 
welcome basket to Jeanne and Gary Shatter on 
Kim Drive. 

 

Did you see the flock of 26 swans that gathered at 
our island on November 8?  It was an awesome 
sight!  

 

You can reach Board Members:   

Karl-Rainer Hermann (517) 287-5893 President 

Terry Skelley (517) 231-4403 Vice President 

Lynnea Bendixen (517) 287-5093 Secretary 

Linda Snoes (517) 287-4066 Treasurer 

Sue Rausch at suerausch123@yahoo.com 

John Mancini (313) 618-5900 Director 

Pat Giese (517) 698-5026 Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In New Business from the Board: 

It was decided that the assessments for 2018 will 
be raised by 10 dollars to $230.00.  This is an 
increase of just under 5% from last years’ fee.  

Christmas Box Gifts and Food Deliveries 

Over $900.00 plus donations of food and other 
household supplies helped create Merry Christmas 
Boxes that were delivered to 7 North Adams-Jerome 
families.  A special thank you to those who helped 
shop, sort, pack and deliver the boxes.  None of this 
would be possible without a vast volunteer effort, plus 
your generous gifts of money.  We thank YOU                          

      


